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"WASHINGTON AFTEE THE EEVOLUTION, 1784-1799. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

(Continued from Vol. XVIII. page 418.) 

1785. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " The hounds which you were so 
obliging as to send, arrived safe, and are of promising ap- 
pearance." — Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette. 

"September 19. — Rid to the Plantations at the Perry, Dogue run, and 
Muddy hole — took my French Hounds with me for the purpose of Airing 
them & giving them a knowledge of the grounds about the place. Novem- 
ber 29. — Went out after Breakfast with my hounds from Prance. Decem- 
ber 1. — Took the Hounds out before Sun Rise. ... 3 or 4 of the French 
Hd" discovered no greater disposition for Hunting to day than they did on 
tuesday last. December 5. — It being a good scenting Morning I went out 
with the Hounds. . . . My French Hounds performed better to day." — 
Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 3. — In the Evening James 
Madison Esq. came in. September 5. — M r Madison left this 
after Breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 6. — A M r Taylor Clerk to 
the Secretary for Foreign Affairs came here whilst we were 
at Dinner, sent by M r Jay, by order of Congress, to take 
Copies of the Report of the Commissioners who had been 
sent in by me to New York, to take an Acct. of the Slaves 
which had been sent from that place (previous to the evacu- 
ation) by the British." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. 

At Alexandria : " September 9. — Rid up to Alexandria 
with M rs Washington, who wanted to get some Cloathing 
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for little Washington Custis ; and for the purpose of seeing 
Col" Fitzgerald & Col Gilpin on the business of the Poto- 
mack Company — Returned home to Dinner." — Washing- 
ion's Diary. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " September 10. — Rid with Fanny 
Bassett, M r Taylor and M r Shaw to meet a Party from 
Alexandria at Johnsons Spring (on my Land where Clifton 
formerly lived) where we dined on a cold dinner brought 
from Town by water and spent the Afternoon agreeably — 
Returning home by Sun down or a little after it." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 

Leaves Mount Vernon: "September 20. — About Noon, 
agreeably to an appointment I set off for the Seneca Falls — 
dined at Col Gilpins and proceeded afterwards with him 
to M r Bryan Fairfaxs * where we lodged." — Washington's 
Diary. 

" September 21. — The Rain continuing without intermission until 10 or 
11 oclock, and no appearances of fair weather until Noon, we did not leave 
M r Fairfaxs 'till a little after it and then meeting much difficulty in pro- 
curing a vessel, did not get to the Works at the Seneca falls until the 
labourers had quit them. — we then went to our old quarters at M r Golds- 
boroughs were lodged — M r Fairfax accompanied us. September 22. — About 
10 oclock we left M r Goldsboroughs & in a boat passed down the Seneca 
falls to the place where the workmen were blowing Rocks. . . . After 
viewing the works we crossed to the Virginia side and proceeded to the 
Great Palls where by appointment we were to have met Col Fitzgerald — 
and Vessels to take us by Water to the little Falls in order to review the 
River between the two. — The latter we found, but not the first, & parting 
with M r Fairfax here, and sending our Horses by Land to M r Hipkins's at 
the Falls Warehouse we embarked about 3 oclock ; Col Gilpin myself & 
one hand in one Canoe, and two other people in another Canoe, and pro- 
ceeded down the River to the place where it is proposed to let the Water 
again into a Canal to avoid the little Falls. . . . Lodged this Night at M r 

1 The Rev. Bryan Fairfax resided at " Towlston," about three miles from 
the Great Falls of the Potomac. In the latter years of his life he lived at 
"Mount Eagle," between Alexandria and Mount Vernon, where he died 
in 1802. 
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Hipkins's at the Falls warehouse where we arrived at Dark. September 23. 
— After taking an Early breakfast at M r Hipkins's I set out and reached 
home about lloclock." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBEB 26. 

At Alexandria : " September 26. — Went up to Alexandria 
to meet Colonels Gilpin & Fitzgerald on business of the 
Potomack Comp 7 . Dined at the New Tavern, kept by M r 
Lyle." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 2. — "Went with Fanny Bas- 
eett, Burwell Bassett, Doct r Stuart, G. A. Washington, M r 
Shaw & Nelly Custis to Pohick Church; to hear a M r 
Thompson preach, who returned home with us to Dinner, 
where I found the Rev. M r Jones, 1 formerly a Chaplin in 
one of the Pennsylvania Regiments. — After we were in 
Bed (about Eleven oclock in the Evening) M r Houdon, sent 
from Paris by Doct r Franklin and M r Jefferson to take My 
Bust, in behalf of the State of Virginia, with three young 
men assistants, introduced by a M r Perin a French Gentle- 
man of Alexandria arrived here by Water from the latter 
place. October 7. — Sat this day, as I had done yesterday for 
M r Houdon to form my Bust." — Washington's Diary. 

The General Assembly of Virginia having passed a resolution (June 22, 
1784) that " The Executive be requested to take measures for procuring a 
statue of General "Washington, to be of the finest marble and best work- 
manship," Governor Harrison directed Thomas Jefferson, then in Paris, to 
engage the services of a suitable person for the purpose. Mr. Jefferson 
thereupon contracted with the celebrated statuary, Jean Antoine Houdon, 
to undertake the work. Mr. Houdon was unwilling to do so without see- 
ing Washington, and accordingly arrangements were made for his visiting 
the United States. He remained at Mount Vernon until October 19, during 
which time he made a cast of the face, from which a bust was modeled, and 
took minute measurements of the figure of Washington. The statue was 
completed in 1788, but was not put in position in the Capitol at Bichmond 
until May 14, 1796. The figure has been pronounced by Lafayette " a fac- 
simile of Washington's person," while the bust is held as the acknowl- 
edged likeness of the great American. 

1 David Jones, of Chester County, Pennsylvania, chaplain of General 
Anthony Wayne in the Bevolutionary war and the Indian war of 1794-95. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 10. — A M* Jn° Lone, on his 
way to Bishop Seabury for ordination, called & dined here 
— could not give him more than a general certificate founded 
on information, respecting his character — having no ac- 
quaintance with him, nor any desire to open a Correspond- 
ence with the new ordained Bishop." — Washington's Diary. 

Dr. Samuel Seabury was elected Bishop of Connecticut, by the Church of 
England clergy of that State, at Woodbury, March 25, 1783, and finally 
consecrated November 14, 1784, at Aberdeen, Scotland, by Bishops Kil- 
gour, Petrie, and Skinner, representing the episcopate of the Scottish 
Church. He was the first Bishop of the American Church. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 12. — M 1 Livingston son of 
Peter Vanbrugh Livingston of New York came to Dinner 
& stayed all Night — and in the Evening M r Madison ar- 
rived." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 13. — M r Livingston, notwithstanding the Rain, returned to 
Alexandria after dinner. October 14. — M r Madison went away after Break- 
fast." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 15. — The Beverend M r 
[Spence] Grayson, and Doct r [David] Griffith; Lund 
"Washington, his wife, & Miss Stuart came to Dinner — all 
of whom remained the Evening except L. W. — After the 
Candles were lighted George Aug Washington and Frances 
Bassett were married by M r Grayson." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " October 17. — Set out to meet 
the Directors of the Potomack Navigation at George Town , 
— where having all assembled, we proceeded towards the 
Great Falls, and dispersing for the convenience of obtain- 
ing Quarters, Gov' Johnson & I went to M r Bryan Fair- 
fax." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 18.— After an early breakfast at M r Fairfax's Gov' Johnson & 
I set out for the Palb (accompanied by M r Fairfax) where we met the other 
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Directors — and Col Gilpin in the operation of levelling the ground for the 
proposed cut or Canal from the place where it is proposed to take the Water 
out to the other where it will he let into the River again. . . . After dark 
I returned to M r Fairfax's. October 19. — Immediately after breakfast I set 
out for my return home — at which I arrived a little after Noon. — And 
found my Brother Jn° [Augustine] his Wife ; Daughter Milly, & Sons 
Bushrod & Corbin, & the Wife of the first— M' Will™ Washington & his 
Wife & 4 Children." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21. 

At Alexandria: " October 21. — My Brother [and] M r 
Will m Washington and his Wife went up with me to this 
days Races at Alexandria — We dined at Col [Dennis] 
Ramsays & returned in the Evening. October 22. — Went 
up again to day, with my Brother and the rest of the Gen- 
tlemen to the Race & dined at M r [William] Herberts." — 
Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29. 

At Mount Vernon : Declines, in a letter to Patrick Henry, 
Governor of Virginia, to accept fifty shares in the Potomac 
Company and one hundred shares in the James River Com- 
pany, voted to him by the General Assembly of the State, 
January 5 ; "it being their wish in particular, that those 
great works of improvement, which, both as springing 
from the liberty which he has been so instrumental in es- 
tablishing, and as encouraged by his patronage, will be 
durable monuments of his glory, may be made monuments 
also of the gratitude of his country." 

In this letter, after referring to his fixed determination of refusing every 
pecuniary recompense for his services to his country, Washington wrote, 
" But if it should please the General Assembly to permit me to turn the 
destination of the fund vested in me, from my private emolument, to ob- 
jects of a public nature, it will be my study in selecting these to prove the 
sincerity of my gratitude for the honor conferred on me, by preferring such 
as may appear most subservient to the enlightened and patriotic views of 
the legislature." This proposition the Assembly acceded to, such disposi- 
tion to be made either during his lifetime or by testamentary writing. 

By his last will and testament Washington bequeathed the one hun- 
dred shares in the James River Companj' to the " Liberty Hall Academy in 
the County of Rockbridge, in the Commonwealth of Virga," now the 
Washington and Lee University of Lexington ; and the fifty shares of the 
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Potomac Company "towards the endowment of a University to be es- 
tablished within the limits of the District of Columbia, under the auspices 
of the General Government." The national university, however, was never 
established. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 31. — A Captain [Richard] 
Fullerton came here to Dinner on business of the State 
Society of the Cincinnati of Pensylvania ; for whom I 
signed 250 Diplomas as President. — went away after." — 
Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 4. — In the Evening a 
M* Jn° Fitch came in, to propose a draft & Model of a 
Machine for promoting Navigation, by means of a Steam." 
— Washington's Diary. 

John Fitch, who in April, 1785, first conceived the idea of steam as a 
motive-power for vessels, and had a few months later (September) sub- 
mitted a model for his steamboat before the American Philosophical So- 
ciety, visited Virginia at this time, in order to petition the Legislature for 
assistance to complete his invention. 

Washington does not seem to have taken any interest in the object of his 
visit, and even when at Philadelphia in 1787, in attendance on the Consti- 
tutional Convention, was not present at the successful attempt made by 
Fitch (August 22) to propel a boat of some size on the Delaware, although 
a number of the members of the Convention seem to have witnessed it. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 5. — M r Robert "Washing- 
ton of Chotanck — M 1 Lund Washington & M r Lawrence 
Washington dined here as did Col Gilpin and M r Noah 
Webster — the 4 first went away afterwards — the last stayed 
all Night." — Washington's Diary. 

Noah "Webster, L.L.D., the author of the "American Dictionary of the 
English Language," first published in 1828, had previously visited Mount 
Vernon (May 20). His journey to the Southern States was for the purpose 
of petitioning their Legislatures to enact a copyright law. It is stated that 
when at Mount Vernon, Dr. Webster presented Washington with a copy 
of his pamphlet entitled " Sketches of American Policy," published in 1784, 
in which he argued that a new system of government was necessary for the 



28 Washington after the Revolution, 1785. 

country, in which the people and Congress should act without the constant 
intervention of the States. This is believed to have been the first movement 
toward a national constitution. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 8. — A Capt" Lewis Lit- 
tlepage came here to Dinner. . . . This Capt" Littlepage 
has been Aid de Camp to the Duke de Orillen — was at the 
Sieges of Fort St. Phillip (on the Island of Minorca) and 
Gibralter ; and is an extraordinary character." — Washing- 
ion's Diary. 

Lewis Littlepage, son of Colonel James Littlepage, was born in Han- 
over County, Virginia, December 19, 1762. He was graduated at William 
and Mary College in 1778, and being a relative of John Jay, then minister 
to Madrid, he joined him in the winter of 1779-80. He volunteered in 
the expedition of the Due de Crillon against Minorca in 1782, and at the 
attack on Gibraltar was blown up from one of the floating batteries, but 
saved. He subsequently made the tour of Europe, established himself at 
Warsaw, and went to St. Petersburg as ambassador from Poland. He 
died at Fredericksburg, Virginia, July 19, 1802. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 

At Alexandria : " November 10. — Went up to Alexandria 
to meet the Directors of the Potomack Company. — Dined 
at M r Fendalls (who was from home) and returned in the 
Evening with M™ Washington." — Washington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 

At Mount Vernon : "November 16. — Richard Henry Lee, 
lately President of Congress ; 1 his son Ludwell, Col Fitz- 
gerald, and a M r [John] Hunter (Merch 4 ) of London came 
to Dinner & stayed all Night." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 16. — We arrived at Mount Vernon by one o'clock — so-called 
by the General's eldest brother, who lived there before him, after the Ad- 
miral of that name. When Colonel Fitzgerald introduced me to the Gen- 
eral I was struck with his noble and venerable appearance. It immediately 
brought to my mind the great part he had acted in the late war. The 
General is about six feet high, perfectly straight and well made ; rather in- 
clined to be lusty. His eyes are full and blue and seem to express an air 

1 Richard Henry Lee was President of Congress from November 30, 1784, 
to November 23, 1785. 
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of gravity. His nose inclines to the aquiline ; his mouth is small ; his teeth 
are yet good and his cheeks indicate perfect health. His forehead is a noble 
one and he wears his hair turned back, without curls and quite in the offi- 
cer's style, and tyed in a long queue behind. Altogether he makes a most 
noble, respectable appearance, and I really think him the iirst man in the 
world. . . . "When I was first introduced to him he was neatly dressed in a 
plain blue coat, white cassimir waistcoat, and black breeches and Boots, as 
he came from his farm. After having sat with us some time he retired and 
sent in his lady, a most agreeable woman about 50, and Major Washington 
his nephew, married about three weeks ago to a Miss Bassett : She is Mrs. 
"Washington's niece and a most charming young woman. She is about 19. 
After chatting with them for half an hour, the General came in again, with 
his hair neatly powdered, a clean shirt on, a new plain drab coat, white 
waistcoat and white silk stockings. At three, dinner was on the table, and 
we were shewn by the General into another room, where everything was 
set off with a peculiar taste, and at the same time very neat and plain. 
The General sent the bottle about pretty freely after dinner, and gave success 
to the navigation of the Potomac for his toasts, which he has very much at 
heart, and when finished will I suppose be the first river in the world. . . . 
"After tea General Washington retired to his study and left us with the 
President [Mr. Lee], his lady and the rest of the Company. If he had not 
been anxious to hear the news of Congress from Mr. Lee, most probably he 
would not have returned to supper, but gone to bed at his usual hour, nine 
o'clock, for he seldom makes any ceremony. We had a very elegant 
supper about that time. The General with a few glasses of champagne got 
quite merr}', and being with his intimate friends laughed and talked a good 
deal. Before strangers he is generally very reserved, and seldom says a 
word." — Diary of John Hunter, Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. XVII. 
p. 76. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17. 

At Mount Yernon : " November 17. — Col Lee & all the 
Company [including Mr. Hunter] went away after Break- 
fast." — Washington's Diary. 

" November 17. — I rose early and took a walk about the General's 
grounds — which are really beautifully laid out. He has about 4000 acres 
well cultivated and superintends the whole himself. Indeed his greatest 
pride now is, to be thought the first farmer in America. He is quite a Cin- 
cinnatus, and often works with his men himself — strips off his coat and 
labors like a common man. The General has a great turn for mechanics. 
It's astonishing with what niceness he directs everything in the building 
way, condescending even to measure the things himself, that all may be 
perfectly uniform. The style of his house is very elegant, something like 
the Prince de Conde's at Chantille, near Paris, only not quite so large ; 
but it's a pity he did not build a new one at once, as it has cost him nearly 
as much repairing his old one. His improvements I'm told are very great 
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within the last year. . . . It's astonishing what a number of small houses 
the General has upon his Estate for his different Workmen and Negroes 
to live in. He has everything within himself — Carpenters, Bricklayers, 
Brewers, Blacksmiths, Bakers, etc., etc., and even has a well assorted Store 
for the use of his family and servants. . . . The General has some hundreds 
of Negroes on his plantations. He chiefly grows Indian corn, wheat and 
tobacco. . . . The situation of Mount Vernon is by nature one of the sweet- 
est in the world, and what makes it still more pleasing is the amazing num- 
ber of sloops that are constantly sailing up and down the Biver." — Diary of 
John Hunter. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21. 

At Alexandria : " November 21. — I went up to Alexandria 
with G. Washington to meet the Directors of the Potomack 
Com" and to a Turtle feast (the Turtle given by myself to 
the Gentlemen of Alex"). Returned in the Evening and 
found the Count Doradour, recommended by & related to 
the Marq" de la Fayette here." — Washington's Diary. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25. 

At Gunston Hall : " November 25. — Set out after break- 
fast, accompanied by M r G. Washington, to make M r Mason 
at Colchester a visit, but hearing on the Road that he had 
removed from thence I turned into Gunston Hall where we 
dined and returned in the Evening & found Col Henry Lee 
& his Lady here." — Washington's Diary. 

Gunston Hall, on the Potomac, near the mouth of the Occoquan River, 
below Mount Vernon, was the residence of George Mason, author of " The 
Virginia Bill of Rights." The house, erected by Mr. Mason about the year 
1758, is still standing, although no longer in possession of the Mason 
family. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 2. — Col & M™ [Daniel] 
Macarty came here to Dinner — as did Colonels Fitzgerald 
and Gilpin— and M 1 Cha" Lee & Doct r Baker." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 4. — Last Night <Tn° Alton, 
an Overseer of mine in the Neck — an old & faithful Servant 
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who had lived with me 30 odd years died — and this evening 
the wife of Tho* Bishop, another old Servant who had lived 
with me an equal number of years also died." — Washington's 
Diary. 

John Alton, a Welshman by birth, attended Washington in the Brad- 
dock campaign of 1755. Thomas Bishop (the death of whose wife is noted 
in the diary) came to America in 1755, as a military servant to General 
Braddock, and at the battle of the Monongahela (July 9) was detailed by 
that commander to wait upon Washington, who had barely recovered from 
a severe attack of illness. After the death of Braddock he took service 
with the young Virginia colonel, and was in attendance upon him the day 
of his first interview with the widow Custis. Bishop was deemed too old 
for active service in the Bevolution, and remained at Mount Vernon. He 
died in January, 1795, aged eighty years. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 8. — Capt n Fairley [James 
Fairlie] of New York came here in the Afternoon." — 
Washington's Diary. 

"December 12. — Maj' Farlie went away before breakfast, with 251 Di- 
plomas which I had signed for the Members of the Cincinnati of the State 
of New York, at the request of General M'Dougall Presedent of that 
Society. — 

"After an early breakfast George Washington M r Shaw & Myself went 
into the Woods back of Muddy hole Plantation a hunting and were joined 
by M' Lund Washington and M r William Peake. — About half after ten 
Oclock (being first plagued with the Dogs running Hogs) we found a fox 
near Col Masons Plantation on little Hunting Creek (West fork) having 
followed on his Drag more than half a Mile ; and run him with Eight 
Dogs (the other 4 getting, as was supposed after a Second Pox) close and 
well for an hour — When the Dogs came to a fault and to cold Hunting 
until 20 Minutes after 12 When being joined by the missing Dogs they put 
him up a fresh and in about 50 Minutes killed up in an open field of Col 
Mason's — every Rider & every Dog being present at the Death." — Wash- 
ington's Diary, 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17. 

At Alexandria : " December 17 '. — Went to Alexandria to 
meet the Trustees of the Academy in that place — and 
offered to vest in the hands of the said Trustees, when they 
are permanently established by Charter, the Sum of One 
thousand pounds, the Interest of which only, to be applied 
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towards the establishment of a charity School for the edu- 
cation of Orphan and other poor Children — which offer 
was accepted — returned again in the Evening." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " My homage is due to his Catholic 
Majesty for the honor of his present. The value of it is 
intrinsically great ; but it is rendered inestimable by the 
manner, and the hand it is derived from. Let me entreat 
you, therefore, Sir, to lay before the King my thanks for 
the jackasses, with which he has been graciously pleased to 
compliment me." — Washington to Count de Florida Blanca, 
Spanish Minister of State. 

The King of Spain, hearing that General Washington was endeavoring 
to procure in Europe asses of the hest breed, for the purpose of rearing 
mules on his estates, made him a present of three, a jack and two jennies, 
and sent over with them a person who was acquainted with the habits of 
these animals and the mode of treating them. He arrived at Mount Ver- 
non early in December, and after his instructions were taken down in 
writing by Washington, left on the 20th. The jack, called the Royal Qift, 
was about fifteen hands high. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 22. — "Went a Fox hunting 
with the Gentlemen who came here yesterday [Daniel Du- 
lany, Jr., Benjamin Dulany, Samuel Hanson, Thomas Han- 
son, Philip Alexander, and a Mr. Mouusher], together with 
Ferdinando "Washington 1 and M r Shaw, after a very early 
breakfast — found a Fox just back of Muddy hole Plantation 
and after a Chase of an hour and a quarter with my Dogs, 
& eight couple of Doctor Smiths (brought by M r Phil Alex- 
ander) we put him into a hollow tree, in which we fastned 
him, and in the Pincushiou put up another Fox which, in 
an hour & 13 Minutes was killed — "We then after allowing 
the Fox in the hole half an hour put the Dogs upon his 
Trail & in half a Mile he took to another hollow tree and 
was again put out of it but he did not go 600 yards before 

1 A nephew of General Washington, son of his brother Samuel. 
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he had recourse to the same shift — finding therefore that 
he was a conquered Fox we took the Dogs off, and came 
home to Dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

" Breakfast was served, on hunting mornings, at candle-light, the general 
always breaking his fast with an Indian-corn cake and a bowl of milk ; 
and, ere the cock had ' done salutation to the morn,' the whole cavalcade 
would often have left the house, and the fox be frequently unkennelled be- 
fore sunrise. Those who have seen Washington on horseback will admit 
that he was one of the most accomplished of cavaliers in the true sense and 
perfection of the character. He rode, as he did everything else, with ease, 
elegance, and with power. The vicious propensities of horses were of no 
moment to this skilful and daring rider ! He always said that he required 
but one good quality in a horse, to go along, and ridiculed the idea of its 
being even possible that he should be unhorsed, provided the animal kept 
on his legs. Indeed the perfect and sinewy frame of the admirable man 
gave him such a surpassing grip with his knees, that a horse might as soon 
disencumber itself of the saddle as of such a rider. 

" The general usually rode in the chase a horse called Slueskin, of a dark 
iron-gray color, approaching to blue. This was a fine but fiery animal, 
and of great endurance in a long run. . . . There were roads cut through 
the woods in various directions, by which aged and timid hunters and ladies 
could enjoy the exhilarating cry, without risk of life or limb ; but Wash- 
ington rode gaily up to his dogs, through all the difficulties and dangers of 
the ground on which he hunted, nor spared his generous steed, as the dis- 
tended nostrils of Blueskin often would show. He was always in at the 
death, and yielded to no man the honor of the brush." — George Washington 
Parke Custis, " Becollections of "Washington." 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25. 

At Mount Vernon: "December 25. — Count Castiglioni 
came here to dinner. December 29. — Count Castiglioni went 
away after breakfast, on his tour to the Southward." — 
Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 29. — I went [after break- 
fast] to my Dogue run Plantation to measure, with a view 
to New Model, the Fields at that place — did not return 
until dark nor finish my Surveys." — Washington's Diary. 

" December 30. — "Went to Dogue Run again to compleat my Surveys of 
the Fields which I did about 2 o'clock." — Washington's Diary. 

Vol. xix. — 3 
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1786. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 2. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 2. — Immediately after an 
early breakfast I went out with the Hounds but returned as 
soon as it began to Rain, without touching upon the drag 
of a fox." — Washington's Diary. 

" January 4. — After breakfast I rid by the places where my Muddy hole 
& Ferry people were clearing — thence to the Mill and Dogue Run Planta- 
tions — and having the Hounds with me in passing from the latter towards 
Muddy hole Plantation I found a Pox which after dragging him some dis- 
tance and running him hard for near an hour was killed by the cross road 
in front of the House. January 10. — Kid to my Plantation in the Neck and 
took the hounds with me — about 11 Oclock found a fox in the Pocoson 1 at 
Sheridan's point and after running it very indifferently and treeing it once 
caught it about one Oclock. January 14. — Went out with the Hounds & 
run a fox from 11 oclock untill near 3 oclock when I came home and left 
the Dogs at fault after which they recovered the Pox & its supposed killed 
it." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 21. — Rid to my Planta- 
tions at Muddy hole and Dogue run — from thence to the 
Mill." — Washington's Diary. 

The Mount Vernon estate proper comprised nearly forty- five hundred 
acres of land. Por the purpose of systematic arrangement it was divided 
into the Mansion-House Parm and four plantations, known as the Union 
Parm, the Dogue Run Parm, the Muddy Hole Parm, and the River Farm, 
the latter of which, separated from the others by Little Hunting Oreek, in- 
cluded several plantations in what was known as the Neck. The four 
plantations contained thirty-two hundred and sixty acres of arable land, 
and the Mansion-House Parm about four hundred and fifty acres with 
large bounds of woodland. Each one of the plantations had its own over- 
seer and its independent outfit and plant. A map of the Washington 
farms at Mount Vernon, reduced from a drawing made by himself, will be 
found in Volume XII. p. 316 of Sparks's " Writings of George Washing- 
ton." 

Washington, when at home, visited these farms almost every day, mount- 
ing his horse after breakfast and returning shortly before three o'clock, 
when he dressed for dinner. The tour of the farms might average ten to 
fifteen miles per day. The afternoon was usually devoted to the library 

1 A word used in Virginia and other Southern States, signifying a re- 
claimed marsh. Both Webster and Worcester cite Washington as authority. 
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and the evening to his family and friends ; at nine o'clock he retired for 
the night, as he was an early riser. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28. 

At Mount Vernon : " January 28. — Went out after break- 
fast with my hounds — found a Fox on the Branch within 
M r Thomson Masons Field and run him some times hard 
and sometimes at cold hunting from 11 oclock till near two 
when I came home and left the huntsman with them who 
followed in the same manner two hours or more longer, 
and then took the Dogs oft' without killing." — Washington's 
Diary. 

"WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " February 1. — Not being able to 
leave here yesterday (as I intended) for the appointed meet- 
ing of the Directors of the Potomack Navigation at the 
Great Falls this day, I set out this Morning at the first 
dawning of day for this purpose, and after as disagreeable 
a ride as I ever had for the distance, arrived, at the Falls at 
half after 11 oclock where I found Col Gilpin (who had 
been there since Sunday Night) levelling &c — and Col" 
Fitzgerald who got there just before me. 

" Spent the remainder of this day in viewing the different 
grounds along which it was supposed the Canal might be 
carried and after dining at the Huts went in the evening 
accompanied by Col Fitzgerald & M r Potts [clerk to the 
board of managers] to a M r Wheelers in the Neighbour- 
hood (ab 4 1| Miles off) to lodge." — Washington's Diary. 

" February 2. — Spent this day in examining the ground more attentively, 
and levelling the different ways we had discovered yesterday. . . . Dined 
again at the Hutts. . . . After 7 Oclock at Night Col Fitzgerald M r Potts 
& myself left the Hutts, & came to M r "William Scotts about 6 Miles on 
this side of the Falls where we lodged. February 3. — After an early 
breakfast we left M r Scotts ; and about noon I reached home." — Washing- 
ton' a Diary. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " February 28. — Set out, by ap- 
pointment, to attend a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
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the Potomack Company at the Great Falls — Dined and 
lodged at Abingdon, to which place M M Washington and 
all the Children accompanied me." — Washington's Diary. 

"March 1. — After a very early breakfast at Abingdon I set off for the 
meeting at the Great Falls & passing near the little falls arrived at the 
former about 10 Oclock ; where in a little time, assembled Gov r Johnston 
Col Fitzgerald, and Col Gilpin. Little or no business done to day. . . . 
I went to M r Fairfax's (about 3 Miles off) where I lodged. March 2 — 
Accompanied by M r Fairfax I repaired again to the Falls where we arrived 
about 8 oclock . . . the day was so stormy, that we could neither level, nor 
Survey the different tracks talked of for the Canal. . . . Col Fitzgerald & 
M r Potts accompanied M r Fairfax & myself to Towlston. March 3. — The 
Snow which fell yesterday & last Night covered the ground at least a foot 
deep ; and continuing snowing a little all day, & blowing hard from the N° 
West, we were obliged tho' we assembled at y" huts again to relinquish all 
hopes of levelling & Surveying the ground this trip. ... I again returned 
(first dining at the Hutts) with Col Fitzgerald to Towlston, in a very 
severe evening. March 4. — After breakfast Col Fitzgerald and myself set 
off on our return home & parted at 4 Mile run. — about half after four I got 
to Mount Vernon, where M rs Washington, Nelly and little Washington 
had just arrived." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MAKCH 5. 

At Mount Vernon : " March 5. — M r Rich* Bland Lee 
came here to dinner and stayed all Night. March 6. — M r 
Lee went away about 10 Oclock and M r Thornton Wash- 
ington [son of Samuel Washington] came in after we had 
dined and stayed all night." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12. 

At Mount Vernon : " March 12.— About dusk M r Wil- 
liam Harrison (a delegate to Congress from the State of 
Maryland) and his Son came in on their way to New York. 
March 13. — M r Harrison and son went away after break- 
fast." — Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " March 19. — A Gentleman calling 
himself the Count de Cheiza D'arteignan officer of the 
French Guards came here to dinner ; but bringing no let- 
ters of introduction, nor any authentic testimonials of his 
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being either; I was at a loss how to receive or treat him — 
he stayed dinner and the evening." — Washington's Diary. 

" March 21. — The Count de Cheiza D'artingnon (so calling himself) was 
sent, with my horses, to day, at his own request, to Alexand*." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " I feel very sensibly the honor con- 
ferred on me by the ' South Carolina Society for promoting 
and improving Agriculture and other Rural Concerns,' by 
unanimously electing me the first honorary member of that 
body." — Washington to William Drayton. 

In communicating to General Washington, under date of Charleston, 
November 23, 1785, the above intelligence, Mr. Drayton added, " This 
mark of their respect, the Society thought, was with peculiar propriety 
due to the man, who, by his gallantry and conduct as a soldier, contributed 
so eminently to stamp a value on the labors of every American farmer ; 
and who, by his skill and industry in the cultivation of his fields, has like- 
wise distinguished himself as a farmer." 

FRIDAY, APRIL 7. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 7. — M r George [Augustine] 
Washington went to Alexandria and engaged 100,000 Her- 
rings to Smith & Douglas (if caught) at 5/ p r thousand." — 
Washington's Diary. 

It will be seen from the above that the fisheries at Mount Vernon formed 
no unimportant part of the domestic economy of the proprietor. They 
were quite valuable and extensive, and Washington, in describing his estate 
to Arthur Young, in 1793, wrote, "The river which encompasses the land, 
is well supplied with various kinds of fish at all seasons of the year ; and. in 
the spring, with the greatest profusion of shad, herring, bass, carp, perch, 
sturgeon, &c. Several valuable fisheries appertain to the estate ; the whole 
shore, in short, is one entire fishery." 

TUESDAY, APRIL 11. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 11. — Bid to the Fishing Land- 
ing, where 30 odd Shad had just been caught at a haul, — 
not more than 2 or 3 had been taken at one time before this 
Spring." — Washington's Diary. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 15. 

At Alexandria: "April 15. — Rid to Alexandria to a 
Meeting of the Directors of the Potomack Company, who 
had advertised their intention of Contracting on this day 
with whomsoever should bid lowest for the Supplying the 
Company's Servants with Rations for one year. . . . Dined 
at M r Lyle's tavern and returned in the Evening." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

" April 17. — "Went up to Alexandria to an election of Delegates to rep- 
resent this County ; when the suffrages of the people fell upon Col Mason 
and Doct r Stuart. . . . Returned home in the evening." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 20. 

At Mount Vernon : " April 20. — The Shad began to Run 
to day, having caught 100, 200 & 300 at a draught."— 
Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " April 23. — Set off after break- 
fast, on a journey to Richmond — to acknowledge in the 
General Court some Deeds for Land sold by me as Attorney 
for Col George Mercer which it seems, could not be exe- 
cuted without. Dined at Dumfries and lodged at Stafford 
Court House." — Washington's Diary. 

" April 24. — A good deal of Rain having fallen in the Night and it con- 
tinuing to do so till after 6 ocl k I was detained till near seven — when I set 
out, dined at my Mothers in Fredericksburg & proceeded afterwards to, and 
lodged at General Spotswoods. April 25. — Set out from General Spots- 
woods about Sun Rising and breakfasted at the Bowling green. . . . Dined 
at Rawlins and lodged at Hanover Court House April 26. — Left Hanover 
Court H° about Sun Rise — breakfasted at Norvals tavern — and reached 
Richmond about Noon, — put up at Formicalo's Tavern, where by invi- 
tation, I dined with the Judges of the General Court." — Washington's 
Diary. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27. 

At Richmond, Virginia : " April 27. — Acknowledged in 
the General Court a Deed to James Mercer Esq r for the 
Lotts he and I bought at the Sale of his deceased Brother 
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Col George Mercer — and received a reconveyance from 
him of my part thereof. 

" Road with the Lieu* Gov r [Beverley] Randolph, the 
Attorney General [Edmund Randolph] and M r George 
Webb to view the cut which, had commenced between 
Westham and Richmond for the improvement of the Navi- 
gation of James River. . . . Dined and spent the evening 
at the Attorneys — lodged again at Formicalo's." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

" April 28. — Left Richmond about 6 oclock — breakfasted at Norvals — 
Dined at Rawlins — and lodged at the Bowling. April 29. — Set out from 
Bowling green a little after Sun rising — breakfasted at General Spotswoods 
— Dined at my Sister's in Fredericksburgh — and spent the evening at M r 
[William] Fitzhughs of Chatham. April 30. — Set off about Sun rising 
from M r Fitzhughs — breakfasted at Dumfries — and reached home to a late 
Dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, MAY 4.1 

At Abingdon : " May 4. — After Dinner I set out for 
Abingdon in order (to morrow) to Survey my 4 Miles Run 
Tract; on which I had cause to apprehend trespasses had 
been committed." — Washington's Diary. 

The tract on Four Mile Run, which empties into the Potomac River three 
miles above Alexandria, contained about twelve hundred acres. Washing- 
ton made several surveys of this land, the final one on April 29 and 30, 
1799, and by his last will and testament devised it to George Washington 
Parke Cus'tis, his adopted son. 

FRIDAY, MAY 5. 

At Four Mile Run : " May 5. — Set out early from Abing- 
don, and beginning at the upper corner of my Land (on 4 
Miles Run) a little below an old Mill ; I ran the Tract 
agreeably to the courses & distances of a Plat made thereof 
by John Hough, in the year 1766 (Nbv r ) in presence of Col 
Carlyle & M r James Mercer. — Not hav g Hough's field Notes 
& no Corner trees being noted in His Plat, I did not attempt 

1 " May 4. — Sent Maj r Washington to town [Alexandria] on Business 
where he and M r Lund Washington engaged to M r Watson 100 Barr 1 " of 
my Flour to be delivered next week at 32/9 p r Barr 1 ." — Washington's Diary. 
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to look for lines; but allowing one degree for the variation 
of Compass since the Survey, above mentioned, was made, 
I run the courses and distances only. . . . Returned at 
Night to Abingdon, being attended in the labours of the 
day, by Doct r Stuart." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 6. — After an early breakfast I set out on my Keturn home & taking 
Muddy hole [plantation] in my way, returned about 10 Oclock." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

WEDNESDAY, MAT 10. 

At Mount Vernon : " A measure in which this State 
[Virginia] has taken the lead at its last session, will, it is 
to be hoped, give efficient powers to that body [Congress] 
for all commercial purposes. This is a nomination of some 
of its first characters to meet other commissioners from the 
several States, in order to consider and decide upon such 
powers, as shall be necessary for the sovereign authority 
of them to act under." — Washington to the Marquis de La- 
fayette. 

This convention met at Annapolis, Maryland, September 11, 1786, to 
take into consideration the trade and commerce of the United States, and 
to provide for a uniform system in their commercial intercourse and regu- 
lations. Five States only — New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, and Virginia — were represented, and when the commissioners came 
together they found themselves invested with such limited powers as not 
to enable them to act for the general purposes of the meeting. They did 
little else than to draw up a report, to be presented to the several States, 
urging the necessity of a revision of the confederated system of govern- 
ment, and recommending a convention of delegates with larger powers to 
be held at Philadelphia on the second Monday of May following. 

THUBSDAY, MAY 18. 

At Mount Vernon : " That it is necessary to revise and 
amend the articles of confederation, I entertain no doubt; 
but what may be the consequences of such an attempt is 
doubtful. Yet something must be done, or the fabric must 
fall, for it is certainly tottering." — Washington to John Jay. 

The letter from which the above extract is made was in answer to one 
from Mr. Jay, dated March 16, in which he said, " Experience has pointed 
out errors in our national government which call for correction, and which 
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threaten to blast the fruit we expected from our tree of liberty. The con- 
vention proposed by Virginia [for commercial purposes] may do some good, 
and would perhaps do more if it comprehended more objects. An opinion 
begins to prevail that a general Convention for revising the articles of con- 
federation would be expedient. Whether the people are yet ripe for such a 
measure, or whether the system proposed to be attained by it is only to be 
expected from calamity and commotion, is difficult to ascertain. I think 
we are in a delicate situation, and a variety of considerations and circum- 
stances give me uneasiness." 

MONDAY, MAY 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 22. — Began to take up the 
pavement of the Piaza." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 23. — This day began to lay the Flags in my Piaza. May 27. — 
Finished laying 28 courses of the pavement in the Piaza." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, MAY 29. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 29.— About 9 Oclock M r Tobias 
Lear, who had been previously engaged on a Salary of 200 
dollars, to live with me as a private Secretary & precepter 
for Washington Custis a year came here from New Hamp- 
shire, at which place his friends reside." — Washington's 
Diary. 

Tobias Lear, who remained with Washington, first as a secretary and 
afterward as superintendent of his private affairs, until the flose of his first 
term as President, was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, September 
19, 1762, and died in Washington, D.C., October 11, 1816. At the desire 
of Washington he resumed his duties as secretary in the summer of 1798, 
and was present at his death, of which he drew up a circumstantial account. 
(Sparks, Vol. I. p. 555.) 

Mr. Lear, whose relations with Washington were of the most confidential 
nature, has left us the following testimonial to his private character, which , 
brief as it is, reveals more of the truth and consistency of his manhood than 
could be conveyed by the most labored eulogy : " General Washington is, I 
believe, almost the only man of an exalted character who does not lose 
some part of his respectability by an intimate acquaintance. I have never 
found a single thing that could lessen my respect for him. A complete 
knowledge of his honesty, uprightness, and candour in all his private trans- 
actions, has sometimes led me to think him more than a man." 

SUNDAY, JUNE 4. 

At Mount Vernon : "June 4. — Keceived from on board 
the Brig Ann, from Ireland, two Servant Men for whom I 
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had agreed yesterday — viz. — Thomas Ryan a shoemaker, 
and Caven Bon — a Taylor Redemptioners for 3 years Ser- 
vice by Indenture if they could not pay, each, the sum of 
£12 Ster g which sums I agreed to pay." — Washington's 
Diary. 

The demand for labor of a better character than that obtained from negro 
slaves gave rise, at an early period in the history of the colonies, to the cus- 
tom of importing white men for a specified time of service. These covenant 
servants were regularly indentured under a voluntary agreement, and upon 
their arrival in this country were disposed of on terms seldom exceeding 
seven years, except in the case of very young persons. In later years the 
price paid to the shipper was but little in excess of the passage-money and 
expenses attending the importation. At the end of the term agreed upon 
the "redemptioners," as they came to be called, merged into the mass of 
the white population without any special taint of servitude. Many of them 
were skilled mechanics, who in the end became valuahle citizens. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14. 

At Potomac Falls : " June 14. — After an early breakfast 
in Company with Col Serf, I set out for our Works at the 
great falls ; where we arrived about 11 Oclock and after 
viewing them set out on our Return & reached Col Gilpins 
where we lodged." — Washington's Diary. 

" June 15. — Took Alexandria — My Mill dam Meadow at Dogue Run and 
the Plantation there — as also the Perry Plantation in my way home." — 
Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 17. 

At Mount Vernon : " June 17. — M r Hough, Butcher in 
Alexandria, came here this afternoon & purchased from me 
three fatted Beeves (2 in the Neck & 1 at Dogue run) for 
which he is to pay next week £42 — also the picking of 12 
"Weathers from my flock at 34/ p r head — if upon consulting 
my Farmer & they could be spared, he was to have 20." — 
Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, JUNE 19. 

At Mount Vernon : " June 19. — A Mons* Andri Michaux 
a Botanest sent by the Court of France to America (after 
having been only 6 Weeks returned from India) came in a 
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little before dinner with letters of Introduction & recom- 
mendation from the Duke de Lauzen, & Marq" de la Fay- 
ette to me — he dined and returned afterwards to Alexand* 
on his way to New York, from whence he had come ; and 
where he was about to establish a Botanical garden." — 
Washington's Diary. 

In pursuance of his commission from the French government, Andre 
Michaux established nurseries for the cultivation of trees and shrubs, to be 
naturalized in Prance, at Bergen County, New Jersey, and near Charleston, 
South Carolina. Prom the former he made one shipment, but the Revolu- 
tion prevented remittances, and the work was discontinued. He, however, 
in prosecution of his studies, travelled extensively in America, and did not 
return to his native land until 1796. 

His son, Francois Andre, also a distinguished botanist, was sent by the 
French government in 1802 to study the forests of America, which had 
been explored by his father. This resulted in the production of his work 
entitled " Histoire des Arbres Forestiers de l'Amerique," four vols., 1810-13, 
which laid the foundation of his reputation as a botanist. He was elected 
a member of the American Philosophical Society, April 21, 1809, and by 
his will bequeathed to it the sum of ninety-two thousand francs, invested in 
French three-per-cent. rentes, the interest of which is used by the Society 
for the advancement of botany. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

At Mount Vernon : " No person, who shall come with 
your passport, will be an unwelcome guest. . . . My manner 
of living is plain. I do not mean to be put out of it. A 
glass of wine and a bit of mutton are always ready ; and 
such as will be content to partake of them are always wel- 
come. Those, who expect more will be disappointed." — 
Washington to George William Fairfax. 

SUNDAY, JULY 2. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " July 2. — About Noon I set out 
for the intended meeting (to be held to morrow) at the 
Seneca falls — Dined at Col Gilpins ; where meeting with 
Col Fitzgerald we proceeded all three of us to M r Bryan 
Fairfax's and lodged." — Washington's Diary. 

" July 3. — After a very early breakfast (about Sun rise) we left M* Fair- 
fax's and arriving at the head of the Seneca falls (where a Vessel was to 
have met us) was detained till near ten oclock before one arrived to put us 
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over to our place of rendezvous at M r Goldsboroughs. July 4. — The Direc- 
tors determined to prosecute their first plan for openting the Navigation of 
the River in the bed of it. . . . These matters being settled Col Gilpin and 
myself resolved to send our horses to the Great falls and go by water to that 
place ourselves. . . . After dining with M r Eumsey at the Great falls Col 
Gilpin and myself set out in order to reach our respective homes, but a gust 
of wind & rain, with much lightning, compelled me to take shelter, about 
dark at his house, where I was detained all night. July 5. — I set out about 
sun rising, & taking my harvest fields at Muddy hole & the ferry in my 
way, got home to breakfast." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, JULY 24. 

At Mount Vernon : " July 24. — After breakfast I accom- 
panied Col [Theodoric] Bland to M r Lund Washingtons ; 
where he entered the stage on his return home. — Rid from 
hence to the Plantations at Dogue Run & Muddy hole. . . . 
On my return home, found Col Humphreys here." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

Colonel Humphreys remained at Mount Vernon until August 23. He 
had just returned from France, and, according to Lossing, brought with 
him, at the request of Louis XVI., an impression of the king's full- 
length portrait, engraved by Bervic after the painting by Callet. This en- 
graving, which was elegantly framed, was one of the well-known ornaments 
of the mansion at Mount Vernon ; but as it was not executed until 1790, 
the statement by Lossing is incorrect. It must have been presented to 
Washington after that date. 

MONDAY, JULY 31. 

At Mount Vernon : " General Greene lately died at Sa- 
vannah in Georgia. The public as well as his family and 
friends, has met with a severe loss. He was a great and 
good man indeed." — Washington to Count de Rochambeau. 

Nathanael Greene, of whom Alexander Hamilton said, "that his quali- 
fications for statesmanship were not less remarkable than his military 
ability, which was of the highest order," died on the 19th of July, 1786, at 
the age of forty-four. His death, caused by a sunstroke, occurred at " Mul- 
berry Grove," on the Savannah Kiver, an estate presented to him by the 
State of Georgia. He was indeed " a great and good man." 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

At Mount Vernon : " I do not conceive we can exist long 
as a nation without having lodged somewhere a power, 
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which will pervade the whole Union in as energetic a man- 
ner as the authority of the State governments extends over 
the several States." — Washington to John Jay. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5. 

At Alexandria: "August 5. — "Went to Alexandria to a 
meeting of the Directors of the Potomac Comp* in order 
to prepare the Acct" and a report for the Gen 1 Meeting of 
the C° on Monday next. — Neither of the Maryland Gent" 
attended — Dined at Wises TavV — Washington's Diary. 

"August 7. — Went to Alexandria to the Gen 1 Meeting of the Potomack 
C° — Col Humphreys accompanied me — A sufficient number of shares being 
present to constitute the Meeting the Acct' of the Directors were exhibited 
and a Gen 1 Report made — but for want of the Secretarys Books which were 
locked up, and he absent the Orders and other proceedings referred to in 
that Report could not be exhibited." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19. 

At Alexandria : " August 19. — After breakfast I accom- 
panied Col Humphreys by water to Alexandria and dined 
with him at Cap' [Richard] Conways to whom he had been 
previously engaged." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

At Mount Vernon: "August 29. — Taken with an Ague 
about 7 oclock this morning which being succeeded by a 
smart fever confined me to the House till evening — Had a 
slight fit of both on Sunday last but was not confined by 
them." — Washington's Diary. 

" August 31. — Siezed with an ague before 6 oclock this morning after 
having laboured under a fever all night — Sent for Docf Craik who arrived 
just as we were setting down to dinner; who, when he thought my fever 
sufficiently abated gave me a cathartick and directed the Bark to be applied 
in the Morning. September 2. — Kept close to the House to day, being my 
fit day in course least any exposure might bring it on, — happily missed it. 
September 14. — At home all day repeating dozes of Bark of which I took 
4 with an interval of 2 hours between." — Washington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. 

At Mount Vernon : " I never mean, unless some particu- 
lar circumstances should compel me to it, to possess another 
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slave by purchase, it being among my first wisbes to see 
some plan adopted, by wbich slavery in tbis country may 
be abolished by law." — Washington to John F. Mercer. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBEE 1. 

Leaves Mount Vernon : " October 1. — The day clear and 
warm. — Took an early Dinner and set out for Abingdon on 
my way to the Great Falls to meet the Directors of the 
Potomack C°." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 2. — Set out [from Abingdon] before Six oclock, & arrived at 
the Great Falls ab' half after nine. — found Col Gilpin there & soon after 
Gov™ Johnson & Lee, and Col Fitzgerald & M r Potts arrived when the 
board proceeded to enquire into the charges exhibited by M r James Bumsey 
the late against M r Bichardson Stuart the present Manager of the Com- 
panys business — the examination of the Witnesses employed the hoard until 
dark when the Members dispersed for Lodgings — I went to M r Fairfaxs. 
October 3. — Beturned to the Falls by appointment at 7 oclock to Breakfast : 
we proceeded immediately afterwards to a consideration of the evidence . . . 
the whole appeared (the charges) malignant, envious & trifling. — After this 
the hoard settled many acc ls and adjourned till 8 oclock next Morning. 
October 4. — The Board having agreed to a Petition to be offered to the As- 
semblies of Virg* and Maryland for prolonging the time allowed by Law 
for improving the Navigation of the Biver above the Great Falls, broke up 
about three oclock — When in company of Col " Fitzgerald & Gilpin & M r 
Potts I set off home. — With much difficulty on ace* of the Bising of the 
Water by the Bain of last Night we crossed Difficult run and through a 
constant Bain till I had reached Cameron 1 I got home a little before 8 
o'clock where I found my Brother Jn° Aug Washington." — Washington's 
Diary. 

MONDAY, OCTOBEE 9. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 9. — Allowed all my People 
to go to the Races in Alexandria on one of three days as 
best comported with their respective businesses — leaving 
careful persons on the Plantations." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBEB 10. 

At Alexandria : " October 10. — In company with Major 
[George Augustine] Washington and M r Lear went up to 
Alexandria to see the Jockey Club purse run for (which 

1 An estate situate two miles south of the old road from Alexandria to 
Mount Vernon, and about eight miles from the latter place. 
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was won by M r Snickers) dined by invitation with the 
Members of it and returned home in the evening." — 
Washington's Diary. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15. 

At Pohick Church : " October 15. — Accompanied by Maj r 
Washington his wife — M r Lear & the two child" Nelly & 
Washington Custis — went to Pohick Church & returned to 
Dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

Pohick Church is situated on Pohick Creek, ahout five miles southwest 
from Mount Vernon. The first building (of frame) was erected on the south 
side of the creek in 1732. The present structure (of brick) was put up in 
1772, on the north side, two miles farther up the stream, for which Wash- 
ington drew the plans, and also served on the building committee. He was 
chosen a vestryman in 1765, and was kept in that office for several years. 
His pew was No. 28, north side, next to the communion table; it was 
marked with his initials. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 22.— The Hon Me W m Dray- 
ton and M r Walter Izard came here to dinner and stayed 
all Night." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 23. — I remained at home 
all day in the evening Col [James] Monroe & his Lady and 
M r Maddison came in." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 23. — Mr. Drayton, Mr. Izard here all day. After dinner Gen- 
eral Washington was, in the course of conversation, led to speak of Arnold's 
treachery, when he gave an account of it." 1 — Diary of Tobias Lear. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24. 

At Mount Vernon : " October 24. — M r Drayton and M r 
Izard set out after breakfast on their Rout to South Caro- 
lina. October 25. — M r Maddison and Col Monroe and his 
Lady set out after breakfast for Fredericksburg." — Washing- 
ton's Diary. 

1 Eor this interesting statement see " Washington in Domestic Life," by 
Richard Rush, Philadelphia, 1857. 
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29. 

At Charles County, Maryland : " October 29. — I crossed 
the River [Potomac] with intention to view & survey my 
land [600 acres] in Charles County Maryland — Went to 
and lodged at Gov r [William] Smallwoods about 14 Miles 
from the Ferry." — Washington's Diary. 

" October 30. — About One ocloek, — accompanied by the Governor, I set 
out to take a view of my land which lay 12 Miles from his House. — After 
doing which and finding it rather better than I expected we returned to 
the Govern™ having from the badness of the "Weather & wetness of the 
ground given over the idea of surveying. October 31. — After breakfast I 
left Gov' Smallwoods & got home to dinner." — Washington's Diary. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 81. 

At Mount Vernon : " You talk, my good Sir, of employ- 
ing influence to appease the present tumults in Massachu- 
setts. I know not where that influence is to be found, or, 
if attainable, that it would be a proper remedy for the dis- 
orders. Influence is not government. Let us have a govern- 
ment by which our lives, liberties, and properties will be 
secured, or let us know the worst at once." — Washington to 
Henry Lee. 

The popular movement in Western Massachusetts in opposition to the 
constituted authorities, referred to in the above letter, was of a most singu- 
lar character. It began as early as 1782 and increased as popular discon- 
tent, incident on the unsettled condition of affairs at the close of the Revo- 
lution, became greater. Conventions were held and lists of grievances 
drawn up, the complaints being of the most irrational nature. The uprising 
known in history as the " Shays Rebellion," taking its name from Daniel 
Shays, one of the principal leaders, finally culminated in an attempt (Janu- 
ary, 1787) to capture the arsenal at Springfield by a body of eleven hun- 
dred men under Shays, which was dispersed by a force of four thousand 
militia commanded by General Lincoln. Shays, after living in Vermont 
about a year, was pardoned and removed to Sparta, New York, where he 
died September 29, 1825. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 6. — On my return home 
[from riding to the plantations], found Col" Lewis Morris, 
and his Brother Major Jacob Morris here, who dined and 
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returned to Alexandria afterwards where M ra Lewis Morris 
& her Mother M M Elliot were on their way to Charleston." 
— Washington's Diary. 

" November 10. — With M ra Washington and all the family, I went to 
Alexandria and dined with Docf Craik — returned in the Evening." — 
Washington's Diary. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16. 

At Mount Yernon : " November 16. — On my Keturn home 
[from riding to the plantations], found Mons Crampoint sent 
hy the Marq 3 de La Fayette with the Jack and two she 
Asses which he had procured for me in the Island of Malta 
and which had arrived at Baltimore with the Chinese Pheas- 
ants &c had with my Overseer &c got there before me — 
these Asses are in good order and appear to be very fine — 
The Jack is two years old and the She Asses one three & 
the other two." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 27. — The Rev d M r Keith, 
and the Rev d M r Morse dined here & returned to Alexandria 
in the Evening." — Washington's Diary. 

Jedidiah Morse, D.D., whose visit to Mount Vernon is recorded in the 
diary, was the author of the first American geography, published at New 
Haven, Connecticut, 1784. Erom a sketch of Washington, written by Dr. 
Morse for an edition of the geography issued at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, 
1789, we transcribe his description of the personal habits and daily life 
of the Farmer of Mount Vernon : 

" He rises, in winter as well as summer, at the dawn of day ; and gen- 
erally reads or writes some time before breakfast. He breakfasts about 
seven O'clock, on three small indian hoe-cakes and as many dishes of tea. 
He rides immediately to his different farms, and remains with his labourers 
until a little past two o'clock, when he returns and dresses. At three he 
dines, commonly on a single dish, and drinks from half a pint to a pint of 
Madeira wine. This, with one small glass of punch, a draught of beer, and 
two dishes of tea (which he takes half an hour before sun-setting) consti- 
tutes his whole sustenance until the next day. Whether there be company 
or not, the table is always prepared by its elegance and exuberance for their 
reception ;' and the General remains at it for an hour after dinner, in 
familiar conversation and convivial hilarity. It is then that every one 
present is called upon to give some absent friend as a toast ; the name not 

Vol. xix. — 4 
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unfrequently awakens a pleasant remembrance of past events, and gives a 
new turn to the animated colloquy. General Washington is more chearful 
than he was in the army. Although his temper is rather of a serious cast 
and his countenance commonly carries the impression of thoughtfulness, 
yet he perfectly relishes a pleasant story, an unaffected sally of wit, or a 
burlesque description which surprises by its suddenness and incongruity 
with the ordinary appearance of the object described. After this sociable 
and innocent relaxation, he applies himself to business ; and about nine 
o'clock retires to rest. This is the rotine, and this the hour he observes, 
when no one but his family is present ; at other times he attends politely 
upon his company until they wish to withdraw." 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 

At Mount Vernon : " November 30. — Surveying my New 
purchase of Manley's and Frenchs Land, in order to lay the 
whole of into proper inclosures." — Washington's Diary. 

" December 1.— Employed as yesterday, Running round the Lands of 
Manley and French. December 2. — Finished running round the Fields of 
Manleys and French's and rid afterwards to Dogue run and Muddy hole 
plantations." — Washington's Diary. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 11. — In the Afternoon a 
M r Anstey (Commissioner from England for ascertaining 
the claims of the Refugees) with a M r Woodorf (supposed 
to be his Secretary) came in and stayed all Night." — Wash- 
ington's Diary. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30. 

At Mount Vernon : " December 30. — Staked out the fields 
at the Ferry Plantation to day, according to the late modi- 
fication of them — visited the Ditchers and rid to Dogue run." 
— Washington's Diary. 

(To be continued). 



